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April 1st 2021 
 
 
 
By Email to csitmail@justice.ie 
 
 
 
Coroner Service Implementation Team 
Department of Justice, 
Athlumney House, 
Johnstown, 
Navan,  
Co Meath, 
Ireland 
 
 
Re: Recent Excess Deaths in Irish Nursing Homes  
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
 
I am contacting you in relation to your core function in investigating sudden and unexplained deaths 
and in identifying matters of public interest that can have life / death consequences. In that regard, I 
whish to make you aware of a recent large number of deaths in excess of what would be normally 
be expected in Irish Nursing Homes and ask you to investigate these as a matter of urgency. I have 
written to the Garda National Bureau of Criminal Investigation and D/Chief Superintendent Walter 
O’Sullivan has responded stating that it is the duty of the coroner to inquire into the circumstances of 
these deaths. 
 
I would like you to investigate whether these deaths were, or should have been, reported to the 
Coroner under the Coroners Act, 1962 -2019 (rules of law) under any of the following conditions as 
follows: - 
 
13. Any death caused wholly or partly by any of the following: - 
(a) a notifiable disease, in particular COVID-19 
(b) an adverse reaction to any drug, in particular COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
16. Any death occurring in a hospital or other health institution: - 
(b) within 24 hours of presentation or admission, whichever is the later, or 
(c) of a person transferred from a nursing home. 
 
20. Any death which may be due to any healthcare acquired infection. 
 
23. Any death occurring in: - 
(b) any public or private institution for the care of elderly or infirm persons, including a nursing home 
 
 
The graph on page 3 indicates an overall excess of approximately 500 deaths across the 572 HIQA 
registered nursing homes for the 6-week period beginning 11 Jan 2021. 
 
Pages 4 to 8 show detailed daily graphs and tables of the deaths in a selection of five of the nursing 
homes indicating 97 sudden and unexplained deaths over the above-mentioned period whilst there 
were very few deaths in weeks leading up to the period in those homes. I have attached 47 GRO 
death record for the above deaths which have been registered and which indicate only vague 
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causes of death. You will no doubt have many questions regarding the death records, the five 
homes are: - 

 Blackrock Abbey, Co. Louth - 18 deaths 
 Carechoice Ballynoe, Co. Cork - 26 deaths 
 Beech Park Nursing Home, Co. Kildare - 16 deaths 
 Lucan Lodge Nursing Home, Co. Dublin - 15 deaths 
 St. Michael's Nursing Home, Co. Limerick -22 deaths 

 
I note that the 47 official GRO death records that I have obtained do not adequately reflect the 
requirements of the Death Notification Form (DNF) which must be completed by a registered 
medical practitioner who attended the diseased directly after death. It is not possible to determine 
from the death records exactly: - 
Part 1(a): Disease or condition directly leading to death, (this does not mean the mode of dying e.g. 
heart failure etc., it means the disease that caused death) due to (or as consequence of) 
Part 1(b): Antecedent Causes (morbid conditions, if any, giving rise to the above cause stating the 
underlying condition last) due to (or as consequence of) 
Part 1(c): Further Antecedent Causes 
Part 2: Other Significant Conditions (contributing to the death but not related to the disease or 
condition causing it) 
On that basis I find that the cause of these deaths has not been fully explained and that an 
investigation is required to determine the causes of the deaths and to properly complete the death 
records as per the DNF requirements. 
 
I also attach a 20-page list of all of the 572 HIQA registered nursing homes indicating the total 
sudden excess in deaths during the period mentioned for the individual homes. As can be seen from 
this list, approximately half of the nursing homes had significant excess deaths in the weeks directly 
after the dates their COVID-19 vaccinations were scheduled and may indicate a serious adverse 
drug reaction to the vaccine. If an adverse reaction to the vaccinations has contributed to these 
deaths, it has the potential to adversely affect the health of all Irish citizens due to the planned 
ongoing rollout to every citizen. 
 
I feel a moral obligation to report these excess deaths to you and recommend an immediate 
suspension of the COVID-19 vaccination programme rollout as a precautionary measure. The high 
numbers of recent deaths in nursing homes must be fully investigated and explained to ensure that 
the vaccinations are not contributing to the recent excessive number of deaths. 
 
Can you please urgently reply to me directly with the name of a coroner whom you have appointed 
to lead this investigation and provide a reference number for the case? I am available to give further 
information regarding what I have discovered and to assist you in your investigations if required. 
 
 
 
Regards 
 
Kieran Morrissey 
65 Ballinteer Drive, 
Ballinteer, 
Dublin 16, 
D16DT93 
+353 86 386 7818 
 
 
 
C/c:  D/Chief Superintendent Walter O’Sullivan Garda  

National Bureau of Criminal Investigation
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